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Looking for smaller words 

Grade 3 Phonics Worksheet 
 

Read the words below. Then 

circle the smaller word or words 

that you can find in each one! 

Three words can’t be made 

smaller. 

 

 

 

 

  

catfish grabbing flashlight 

starfish saying house 

pancake fishing fixing 

preview lipstick ring 

disappear keyhole playground 

raindrop sun dragonfly 

Some big words have smaller words 
inside them. Finding these smaller 

words can help you figure out a word 
you don’t know. 

 
Some words have one smaller word 
like eating. Other words have two 

smaller words like jellyfish. 
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Answers 
 
 

catfish grabbing flashlight 

starfish saying house 

pancake fishing fixing 

preview lipstick ring 

disappear keyhole playground 

raindrop sun dragonfly 


