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bear 
 

 
to carry  
 
 
She was bearing a tray of glasses. 
 

                                       

 

bear 
 

 
to hold up or support  
 

 
Is this ladder strong enough to bear 
my weight? 

                                       
 

bear 
 

 
to put up with; endure  
 
I can bear to wait another two days 
until you arrive, but not a minute 
more. 
 

                                       
 

bear 
 

 
strongly dislike  
 
He couldn't bear the heat. 
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bear 
 

 
to give birth to  
 
 
She bore a daughter and named her 
after her grandmother. 
 

                                       
 

bear 
 

 
to produce by growth  
 
This tree does not bear fruit.  
 
 

                                       
 

bear 
 

 
to have or accept as a duty  
 
 
Who bears the blame for this? 
 

                                       
 

bear 
 

 
to go in a certain direction; turn  
 
Bear right at the bottom of this 
road. 
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bear 
 

 
a large furry mammal with a short 
tail that eat plants, honey, insects, 
fish, and small mammals  
 
Panda bears live only in China and 
Polar bears live in the Arctic.  

                                       
 

before 
 

 
at an earlier time; in the past  
 
I think I have seen this movie 
before. 
 
 

           
 

before 
 

 
in front of; ahead of  
 
Melanie stood before her. 
 
 

                                       
 

before 
 

 
earlier than; previous to  
 
He reads before bedtime.  
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before 
 

 
in the presence of; within view of  
 
Our school concert took place 
before our friends and families.  
 

                                       

 

before 
 

 
earlier than the time when  
 
We planned out all the details 
before we left for our European 
trip.  
 

                                       
 

before 
 

 
rather than  
 
He would go hungry before he 
would eat peas and carrots. 
 

                                       
 

before 
 

 
in preference to; with a higher 
priority than  
 
She places duty before all else. 
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bill 
 

 
a written list showing the cost of 
items bought or services provided  
 
Mom checked the grocery bill before 
she handed the money to the 
cashier. 

                                       
 

bill 
 

 
a piece of paper money  
 
Grandma gave me a twenty-dollar 
bill for Christmas. 
 

                                       
 

bill 
 

 
a proposed law that has not yet 
been voted on  
 
The Senate debated the healthcare 
bill. 
 

                                       
 

bill 
 

 
to send a written list of costs to  
 
The cable company bills us every 
month. 
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bill 
 

 
the parts of a bird's jaw that form 
the beak  
 
Look at the bill on that Pelican.  
 

                                       

 

blue 
 

 
the color between green and violet 
on the color spectrum  
 
Look at the blue sky! 
 

                                       
 

blue 
 

 
having the color blue  
 
She has blue eyes. 
 
 

                                       
 

blue 
 

 
sad; unhappy  
 
He’s feeling blue today.  
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bore 
 

 
past tense of bear  
 
SEE ABOVE. 
 
 

                                       

 

bore 
 

 
to make a hole in with an 
instrument such as a drill  
 
Mom bore a hole in the back of the 
birdhouse so that we could hang it 
up on the peg outside our window. 

                                       
 

bore 
 

 
to make (a hole) through or in with 
a drill or similar tool  
 
He bored two holes in the wood for 
the two screws to go into. 

                                       
 

bore 
 

 
to create (an opening such as a 
tunnel) by cutting through  
 
They bored a big tunnel between 
the UK and France, so that trains 
could transport passengers between 
the two countries.  
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bore 
 

 
to create or force (an opening or 
passage).  
 
We bored our way through the 
concert crowd so that we could get 
to the front of the stage. 

                                       
 

bore 
 

 
to weary with repetition, monotony, 
or dullness  
 
I won't bore you with the details. 
 

                                       
 

bore 
 

 
a person whose talk or behavior is 
dull and uninteresting  
 
The reporter on TV bores us with 
his talk about the stock market. 

                                       
 

bore 
 

 
tidal water that rises abruptly to 
form a wave as it moves inland  
 
Bores occur in relatively few 
locations worldwide, usually in 
areas with a large tidal range.  
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brush 
 

 
an implement with a handle, 
consisting of bristles, hair, or wire 
set into a block, used for cleaning 
or scrubbing, or arranging hair  
 
You need to brush your hair before 
you leave the house. 

                                       
 

brush 
 

 
a continuous act or single motion of 
using a brush  
 
Look at the good brush strokes in 
that painting. 

                                       
 

brush 
 

 
a brief, light touch or quick 
encounter  
 
She brushed her daughter’s cheek 
with her hand. 
 

                                       
 

brush 
 

 
push (something) away with a quick 
movement of the hand  
 
She brushed a wisp of hair away 
from her face. 
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brush 
 

 
to use a brush on, esp. for 
grooming or cleaning  
 
Brush your teeth before you go to 
bed. 

                                       

 

brush 
 

 
remove (dust or dirt) by sweeping 
or scrubbing  
 
Let’s brush the dirt off our boots 
before we go inside. 

                                       
 

brush 
 

 
undergrowth, small trees, and 
shrubs  
 
We have lots of brush at the bottom 
of our garden. 
 

                                       
 

change 
 

 
to make different; alter the content 
or form of  
 
He changed his mind and decided 
to come to the movies after all. 
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change 
 

 
to cause to have a completely 
different form (usually followed by 
"to" or "into").  
 
The rain changed to snow. 

                                       
 

change 
 

 
to put another in place of; 
exchange  
 
I changed my address last month. 
 
 

                                       
 

change 
 

 
to become different  
 
You have changed your hairstyle 
since the last time I saw you. 
 

                                       
             

change 
 

 
to put on other clothing  
 
Matt changed into his school 
uniform. 
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change 
 

 
the act of changing; the fact of 
being changed  
 
There are two changes in the class 
schedule today. 
 

                                       
 

change 
 

 
money given in smaller bills or 
coins in exchange for a larger bill 
or coin of an equal amount  
 
Do you have change for a dollar? 
 

                                       
 

change 
 

 
money given in return when you 
pay for something with an amount 
of money than is greater than the 
price  
 
He paid for the candy with a five-
dollar bill and the cashier gave him 
his change. 

                                       
             

change 
 

 
coins  
 
Look at all the spare change we 
found in the sofa. 
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change 
 

 
anything exchanged for or put in 
place of something else  
 
Remember to bring a change of 
clothes for your sleepover!  
 

                                       
 

chest 
 

 
the upper front part of the body 
between the neck and waist  
 
His chest was hurting from 
coughing too much. 
 

                                       
 

chest 
 

 
a large, strong box with a lid, used 
for holding things  
 
The chest in the attic contains lots 
of table cloths and blankets. 
 

                                       
            

chest 
 

 
short for chest of drawers: a piece 
of furniture with drawers to hold 
things  
 
Go put your clean clothes in your 
chest, please. 
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chest 
 

 
a small cabinet for medicines, 
toiletries  
 
We keep our first aid kit in the 
medicine chest in the bathroom. 
 

                                       
 

clear 
 

 
free of darkness, clouds, or haze  
 
The sky is clear. 
 
 

                                       
 

clear 
 

 
free of defects or flaws  
 
 
Your skin is so clear. 
 

                                       
             

clear 
 

 
lacking color and able to be seen 
through  
 
Let’s use the clear plastic cups for 
the picnic. 
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clear 
 

 
free of confusion  
 
My teacher gave me a clear 
explanation, so now I understand 
the math problem. 
 

                                       
 

clear 
 

 
unable to be mistaken for 
something else; obvious  
 
This is a clear case of mistaken 
identity. 
 

                                       
 

clear 
 

 
perfectly easy to understand  
 
The directions were clear, and we 
found the new school easily. 
 
 

                                       
             

clear 
 

 
free from guilt; innocent  
 
My conscience is clear. 
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clear 
 

 
not blocked; open  
 
The roads are clear of traffic; we’ll 
make it home on time. 
 
 

                                       
 

clear 
 

 
in a clear way; clearly  
 
 
I can hear you loud and clear. 
 

                                       
 

clear 
 

 
to make free of confusion or doubt  
 
I could not understand my 
homework assignment, but dad 
cleared it up for me.  
 

                                       
             

clear 
 

 
to make free of anything in the 
way; make open  
 
The rangers cleared the path of 
fallen branches. 
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clear 
 

 
to pass by or near without touching  
 
 
I cleared the bar at the highest 
setting in high jump today. 
 

                                       
 

clear 
 

 
to give permission to for an action  
 
 
The control tower cleared the plane 
for takeoff. 
 

                                       
 

clear 
 

 
to become clear  
 
 
After a week of snow storms, the 
sky finally cleared. 
 

                                       
             

count 
 

 
to list or name one by one in order 
to find the total  
 
The teacher counted all the 
students on the bus. 
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count 
 

 
to add up; calculate  
 
 
Count up to thirty. 
 

                                       

 

count 
 

 
to take into account; include  
 
 
There are five of us in our family, 
counting me. 
 

                                       
 

count 
 

 
to consider to be; regard  
 
 
I count myself lucky to have the 
chance to attend this great summer 
camp. 
 

                                       
             

count 
 

 
to list or name numbers in order  
 
 
I taught my little sister to count 
from one to ten. 
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count 
 

 
to have worth or be important; 
matter  
 
 
She was upset because her friends 
made her feel her opinion did not 
count.  

                                       
 

count 
 

 
the act of counting  
 
 
A count of the laptops showed that 
there was one missing. 
 

                                       
 

count 
 

 
the total number reached by 
counting  
 
At last count, 20 people have 
entered the tennis tournament. 
 

                                       
             

count 
 

 
a European nobleman of a 
particular rank  
 
Alexandre Dumas wrote the famous 
novel ‘The Count of Monte Cristo’. 
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ear 
 

 
the organ of hearing in people and 

some other animals 

 
We hear with our ears. 

                                       

 

ear 
 

 
sense of hearing 

 
When her shouts reached our ears, 

we ran in the direction of the sound. 

                                       
 

ear 
 

 
an ability to hear sounds clearly and 

accurately  

 
She plays the piano by ear. 

                                       
 

ear 
 

 
the part of the corn plant and certain 

other plants that bears seeds  

Most sweet corn varieties will have 

one to two ears per plant. 

                                       
 
 
 
             

https://www.k5learning.com/


                                              

 

 
Multiple Meaning Words 
 
Flashcards 
 
 

 
Reading & Math for K-5     ©   www.k5learning.com 
 

             

fan 
 

 
a device that is waved back and forth 

with the hand to cool the face or 

body 

I brought back a beautiful fan from 

my trip to Japan. 

                                       

 

fan 
 

 
A machine that makes air move by 

means of spinning blades, usually 

driven by an electric motor.  

It was hot, so I turned on the fan. 

                                       
 

fan 
 

 
to stir or move with or as with a fan 

 
He fanned himself with a newspaper 

while he waited for the bus. 

                                       
 

fan 
 

 
a person who is very interested in a 

sport or a performing art, or in a 

person who does that activity 

I am a big fan of tennis. 
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fence 
 

 
a structure used to mark off an area 

or to keep animals or people in or 

out 

There's a fence around my house. 

                                       

 

fence 
 

 
to place a fence around (often 

followed by "in," "off," or "out") 

They fenced off the playground to 

keep the kids safe from nearby 

traffic.  

           

 

fence 
 

 
to take part in the sport of fencing 

 
The two competitors fenced well in 

the match. 

                                       
 

fork 
 

 
a tool with a handle and two or more points. 

Small forks are used for eating. Large forks 

are used for digging and pitching hay. 

Dad mashed the potatoes with a large fork. 
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fork 
 

 
the point where something divides into two 

or more branches, or one of the branches 

There’s a fork in the road. Do we go to the 

left or the right? 

                                       

 

fork 
 

 
to pierce, dig, lift, or carry with a 

fork 

He forked the meat from the grill to 

the plate. 

                                       
 

fork 
 

 
to separate into branches 

 
See how the river forks over there. 

 

                                       
 

game 
 

 
something done for fun or 

amusement; play 

It’s all fun and games around here 

today. 
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game 
 

 
a form of play or sport having 

certain rules and equipment for play 

We played a baseball game 

yesterday.  

                                       

 

game 
 

 
wild animals hunted for sport or food 

 
The men went to the forest to hunt 

game. 

                                       
 

game 
 

 
daring in spirit; brave 

 
Are you game enough to take part in 

some rock climbing? 

                                       
 

game 
 

 
(informal) ready or willing to take 

part in 

Are you game for another round of 

chess? 
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handle 
 

 
the part of an object made to be held 

in order to lift, move, or hold the 

object 

Use the handles when you pick up 

that box. 

                                       

 

handle 
 

 
to deal with; manage 

 
The new teacher handles his students 

really well. 

                                       
 

handle 
 

 
to touch or examine with the hands 

 
Handle the fruit carefully or it will 

bruise. 

                                       
 

handle 
 

 
to behave or operate in a certain way 

when used 

This motorbike handles very 

smoothly. 
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head 
 

 
the upper part of the human body, or the 

front or upper part of the body of an animal, 

typically separated from the rest of the body 

by a neck 

I shook my head. 

                                       

 

head 
 

 
mind; intellect; understanding 

 
 
She has a good head for numbers.  

                                       
 

head 
 

 
a position of leadership or authority, 

or the person in such a position 

 
She is the head of the company. 

                                       
 

head 
 

 
the part of anything regarded as the 

top or most prominent part 

 
He hit the nail on the head. 
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head 
 

 
one person or animal of a group, 

especially when they are being 

counted 

She counted fifty head as the bus left 

the parking lot for the class field trip. 

                                       

 

head 
 

 
the side of a coin that shows the 

main design 

President Lincoln is on the head of a 

penny. 

                                       
 

head 
 

 
of the highest rank or position; 

superior; leading; primary 

 

He is the head chef. 

                                       
 

head 
 

 
to be the director or head of; lead 

 
She heads the children's Christmas 

play. 
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head 
 

 
to have the lead or top position or 

status 

Chocolate heads our list of popular 

ice cream flavors. 

                                       

 

head 
 

 
to move toward a certain goal or in a 

certain direction 

 
We’re heading out. Are you coming? 

                                       
 

jerk 
 

 
any sudden, sharp movement that is 

not expected or planned 

She woke from her bad dream with a 

jerk. 

                                       
 

jerk 
 

 
a sudden, sharp pull or twist 

 
 
The car started with a jerk. 
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jerk 
 

 
(slang) a person who is thought of as 

stupid or difficult to get along with 

When he pushed me, I called him a 

jerk. 

                                       

 

jerk 
 

 
to pull or twist suddenly; yank 

 
She gave the rope a quick jerk and it 

came lose. 

                                       
 

jerk 
 

 
to make a sudden movement that is 

not expected or planned 

He jerked when the needle poked 

him. 

                                       
 

kid 
 

 
a young goat 

 
Look at that goat with her two kids. 
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kid 
 

 
(informal) a child or young person 

 
Did you kids have a good day at 

school? 

                                       

 

kid 
 

 
(informal) to joke or tease 

 
Would I kid you about something this 

important? 

                                       
 

kid 
 

 
(informal) to tell a lie to or fool 

Tell me you were kidding when you 

say you went to the store all by 

yourself.  

                                       
             

kind 
 

 
helpful; friendly; good 

You are so kind to help me out this 

afternoon. 
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kind 
 

 
showing understanding or sympathy 

 
Her mom’s kind words made her feel 

better. 

                                       
 

kind 
 

 
a group of things, people, or animals 

that are thought of together because 

of like characteristics 

We’re two of a kind. 

                                       
 

kind 
 

 
type; sort 

 
What kind of boot is that? 
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leaves 
 

 
to go away from or depart 
 
 
The train leaves at 2:30 p.m. 
 

                                       

 

leaves 
 

 
to let remain 
 
 
She leaves the book on the library 
shelf. 
 

                                       
 

leaves 
 

 
to let stay without bothering or 
changing 
 
She leaves him alone to complete his 
homework. 
 

                                       
 

leaves 
 

 
to let stay for action or for later 
decision 
 
She leaves the problem for tomorrow. 
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leaves 
 

 
to give into the care or possession of 
as a result of one's death 
 
 
He leaves his house to his sons. 
 

                                       

 

leaves 
 

 
plural of leaf 
 
 
The leaves are turning red. 
 

                                       

 

light 
 

 
the form of energy that makes it 
possible for the eye to see. The sun 
produces light. 
 
It’s light outside. Time to get up! 
 

                                       
 

light 
 

 
something that gives off light, or the 
brightness produced by it 
 
Turn off your lights before you leave 
your house. 
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light 
 

 
dawn or daytime 
 
 
We woke up at first light. 
 

                                       

 

light 
 

 
something that makes clear or gives 
understanding 
 
The biologist cast light on the subject 
of water pollution. 
 

           

 

light 
 

 
the way in which something is seen 
or thought of 
 
I now see her in a new light. 
 

                                       

 

light 
 

 
being bright or illuminated 
 
 
This room isn't light enough to read 
in. 
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light 
 

 
pale in color 
 
 
The walls were painted light brown.  
 

                                       

 

light 
 

 
to cause to catch on fire 
 
 
Please, light the candles. 
 

                                       

 

light 
 

 
to make brighter; provide with light; 
illuminate 
 
The street lamps lights up the empty 
road. 
 

                                       
 

light 
 

 
to catch fire 
 
 
The wet logs would not light. 
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light 
 

 
to become bright (often followed by 
"up") 
 
Her face lights up when she sees the 
Christmas presents. 
 

                                       

 

light 
 

 
not heavy, full, intense, or powerful 
 
 
My overcoat is light but warm. 
 

                                       

 

light 
 

 
not serious or important 
 
 
She did some light reading before 
going to bed. 
 

                                       
 

light 
 

 
happy or cheerful; spirited 
 
 
My heart was light when I thought 
about the vacation ahead. 
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light 
 

 
of food or drink, not filling or heavy 
 
 
 
I'd like to eat something light. 
 

                                       

 

log 
 

 
a large, thick piece of a tree that has 
been cut down and is ready for 
sawing, burning, or building 
 
Lynn was sitting on a log. 
 

                                       
 

log 
 

 
a daily record of a trip by a ship or plane. 
A log keeps records of speed, distance 
traveled, and any important events 
 

There's a complete record of the 
storm in the ship's log. 
 

                                        
 

log 
 

 
to cut down the trees from 
 
 
In Canada, there are many areas  
where it is illegal to log trees. 
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log 
 

 
to record in the log of a ship or 
airplane, or in a similar record 
 
A sailor logs the distance that the 
ship has traveled each day. 
 

                                       

 

log 
 

 
to cut down and transport trees for 
lumber or firewood 
 
 
The lumberjack logged in the forest. 
 

                                       
 

mine 
 

 
the one or ones that belong to me, 
are done by me, or have to do with 
me 
 
That bag is mine. 
 

                                       
 

mine 
 

 
a deep hole or area of holes made in 
the earth. Minerals such as gold, coal, 
or precious stones are dug out of 
mines. 
 
Working underground in a mine can 
be a dangerous job. 
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mine 
 

 
a large supply or good source 
 
 
My grandpa is a mine of information. 
 

                                       

 

mine 
 

 
a kind of bomb hidden in the ground or in 
water. A mine is set off by putting pressure 
on it or by lighting its fuse 
 
My cousin is volunteering in Vietnam helping 
to remove old mines from fields. 
 

                                       
 

mine 
 

 
to dig in the earth for minerals such 
as gold or coal; work in a mine 
 
He mines in the mountains all day, 
hoping to find gold. 
 

                                       
 

mine 
 

 
to lay bombs under. 
 
 
The enemy mined the field. 
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mold 
 

 
a hollow form used to give a particular 
shape to a soft or liquid substance that is 
poured into it. The material becomes hard 
and takes the shape of the mold 
 
The workers poured cement into a mold for 
the curb. 

                                       

 

mold 
 

 
to work into a certain shape or form 
 
 
She molded the clay into a beautiful 
vase. 
 

                                       
 

mold 
 

 
to influence the growth or character 
of 
 
 
Education helps to mold character.  
 

                                       
 

mold 
 

 
a fungus that grows on the surface of 
plant or animal materials such as food or 
leather. Some kinds of mold are fuzzy or 
fluffy 
 
There's mold on the bread. 
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note 
 

 
a short letter 
 
 
I sent you a note. 
 

                                       

 

note 
 

 
(plural) a short written explanation or 
comment on something 
 
 
I always take notes in class. 
 

                                       
 

note 
 

 
a single musical tone, or a written 
symbol used to stand for one 
 
The singer missed a note at the 
beginning of the song. 
 

                                       
 

note 
 

 
a hint of something 
 
There was a note of surprise in his 
voice. 
 

                                       
 
 

https://www.k5learning.com/


                                              

 

 
Multiple Meaning Words 
 
Flashcards 
 
 

 
Reading & Math for K-5     ©   www.k5learning.com 
 

             

note 
 

 
Importance 
 
Many people of note gave money to 
the emergency fund. 
 

                                       

 

note 
 

 
to pay close attention to 
 
That morning, the teacher carefully 
noted the students’ arrival. 
 

                                       
 

note 
 

 
to write down 
 
I made a note of the telephone 
number. 
 

                                       
             

note 
 

 
to mention or observe 
 
She noted that she liked the 
wallpaper. 
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paste 
 

 
a mixture used to stick paper or 
other light materials together. Paste 
is usually made of water and flour 
 
Let’s make a paste of water and 
flour, then add sugar and butter. 

                                       
 

paste 
 

 
any soft, thick, moist substance or 
mixture 
 
One of the ingredients in this recipe 
is tomato paste. 
 

                                       
 

paste 
 

 
to cause to stick by means of paste 
 
 
I stuck two sheets of paper together 
with paste. 
 

                                        
 

paste 
 

 
to cover with some material that has 
paste on it 
 
 
He pasted the notice on the door. 
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pitcher 
 

 
a container with a handle and spout, used to 
hold and pour milk, juice, or other liquids 
 
Mix the ingredients in a large pitcher and 
serve the drink. 

 

                                       
 

pitcher 
 

 
the baseball or softball player who 
throws the ball to the batter 
 
As a youngster I was a promising 
baseball pitcher. 
 

                                       
 

plain 
 

 
easily seen or heard; clear; visible 
 
 
The house is in plain sight. 
 

                                        

 

plain 
 

 
clear and understood; obvious 
 
 
She made it plain that she wanted to 
go to college.  
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plain 
 

 
not complicated or fancy; without 
anything extra; simple 
 
 
Tom ate plain and simple food. 
 

                                       
 

plain 
 

 
not beautiful; common looking 
 
 
 
He is tall and rather plain. 
 

                                       
 

plain 
 

 
without question or doubt 
 
 
The belief that the earth is flat was 
just plain wrong. 
 

                                        
 

plain 
 

 
(sometimes plural) a large, flat area 
of land without trees 
 
Wild animals roamed across the 
plains. 
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organ 
 

 
a musical instrument with a 
keyboard. It is played by pressing 
keys attached to a device that forces 
air through pipes. 
 
I play the organ at our church. 
 

                                       
 

organ 
 

 
a part of plants or animals that performs a 
particular task. The heart, the lungs, the 
skin, and the eyes are all organs of animals 
 
The skin is the largest organ of the body. 
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pool 
 

 
a small area of still water, typically 
one formed naturally 
 
Pools of water formed on the street 
after the rain. 
 

                                       

 

pool 
 

 
a small, shallow patch of liquid lying 
on a surface 
 
 
There’s a pool of oil under our car. 
 

                                       
 

pool 
 

 
a deep place in a stream or river 
 
 
The water in the pool is colder than 
the water near the banks. 
 

                                       
 

pool 
 

 
a large hole lined with cement or a 
very large container that is filled 
with water and used for swimming; 
swimming pool 
 
 
He swam in the pool. 
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pool 
 

 
to collect into a pool of liquid 
 
 
The spilled milk pooled in the center 
of the table. 
 

                                       

 

pool 
 

 
a supply of vehicles or goods 
available for use when needed 
 
We own the oldest vehicle in the 
motor pool. 
 

                                       
 

pool 
 

 
a group of people available for work 
when required or considered as a 
resource 
 
We’ll need access to the typing pool 
for help with typing up this project. 
 

                                       
 

pool 
 

 
a group of contestants who compete 
against each other in a tournament 
for the right to advance to the next 
round 
 
I am in the second pool of contestants 
in the singing competition. 
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pool 
 

 
(of two or more people or 
organizations) put (money or other 
assets) into a common fund 
 
They entered a contract to pool any 
gains from their investments. 
 

                                       

 

pool 
 

 
share (things) for the benefit of all 
those involved 
 
We had some time to think by 
ourselves and then we pooled our 
ideas. 

           

 

pool 
 

 
a game played on a table using 
fifteen colored and numbered balls 
and a white cue ball 
 
My dad has a pool table in our 
basement. 

                                       
 

pound 
 

 
to strike over and over with heavy 
blows 
 
The construction worker pounded the 
nails with a hammer. 
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pound 
 

 
to put into someone's mind by 
repeating over and over 
 
He won't remember to do it unless 
you pound it into him. 
 

                                       

 

pound 
 

 
to throb or beat 
 
 
My heart was pounding after the 
race. 
 

                                       
 

pound 
 

 
the act of pounding 
 
 
Barry gave the tent stake a good 
pound with a rock. 
 

                                       
 

pound 
 

 
a unit of weight equal to 16 ounces 
or 453.592 grams 
 
 
I’ll need a pound of minced meat. 
 

                                       
 
 

https://www.k5learning.com/


                                              

 

 
Multiple Meaning Words 
 
Flashcards 
 
 

 
Reading & Math for K-5     ©   www.k5learning.com 
 

             

pound 
 

 
the main unit of money of the United 
Kingdom and Ireland 
 
We need to exchange our dollars into 
pounds for our trip to London. 
 

                                       

 

pound 
 

 
a shelter for keeping stray animals 
 
 
Let’s go to the pound to look at the 
dogs. 
 

                                       
 

pupil 
 

 
a student in school 
 
 
The teacher pointed out the pupil's 
mistakes. 
 

                                       
 

pupil 
 

 
the small, dark opening in the center 
of the eye. Light passes through the 
pupil into the eye 
 
The pupil of the eye expands as much 
as 45 percent when a person looks at 
something they like. 
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racket 
 

 
a loud unpleasant noise; a din 
 
 
The bus driver told us to stop making 
such a racket. 
 

                                       

 

racket 
 

 
dishonest activities by a group of 
people whose aim is to cheat others 
of their money 
 
The gangsters in the movie were 
running a protection racket. 

                                       
 

racket 
 

 
an object used to hit the ball in tennis, 
squash or badminton. It is made of a 
round or oval frame with a network of 
tightly laced strings and a long handle 
 
I broke the string in my racket, so I’ll have 
to get it restrung. 

                                        
 

range 
 

 
the two points or limits between 
which something can vary, or the 
distance between the limits 
 
This shirt comes in a wide range of 
sizes. 
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range 
 

 
the distance or area over which 
something can reach or function 
 
Dogs can hear sounds that are not in 
the range of human hearing. 

                                       

 

range 
 

 
an area used for practice in shooting. 
 
 
Police officers learn to shoot at a 
shooting range. 
 

                                       
 

range 
 

 
a large, open area of land on which 
livestock graze and roam 
 
 
The cowboys rode on the open range. 
 

                                       
 

range 
 

 
a series of connected mountains 
 
 
The Himalayan mountain range is 
the highest on earth. 
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range 
 

 
a cooking stove with burners and an 
oven 
 
 
We cook our food on the range. 
 

                                       

 

range 
 

 
to be within certain limits 
 
 
The school grades range from A to D. 
 

                                       

 

range 
 

 
to roam; wander 
 
 
The backpackers ranged all over the 
US. 
 

                                       
 

rent 
 

 
a regular payment made to an owner 
of property for the right to live in or 
use that property 
 
The rent for our house is $1,000 a 
month. 
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rent 
 

 
to live in or use in exchange for 
payment 
 
We rented an apartment in Barcelona 
for our summer vacation. 
 

                                       

 

rent 
 

 
to grant use of in exchange for 
payment 
 
We rent part of our land to a farmer 
for his cattle. 
 

                                       
 

rent 
 

 
to be offered for rent 
 
 
The cabin rents for three hundred 
dollars a month. 
 

                                       
 

rent 
 

 
be let or hired out at a specified rate 
 
 
Skis and snowboards rent for $60–80 
for six days. 
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right 
 

 
in keeping with what is fair and good 
 
 
Helping a friend in need is the right 
thing to do. 
 

                                       

 

right 
 

 
in keeping with the rules of justice, 
law, or society 
 
It's not right to take your brother’s 
sweets. 
 

                                       
 

right 
 

 
in keeping with fact or reason; true; 
correct. 
 
 
All her answers were right. 
 

                                       
 

right 
 

 
facing out; outer; front 
 
 
The right side of the jacket is red; the 
inside is black. 
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right 
 

 
proper; appropriate 
 
 
His new job was just right for him. 
 

                                       

 

right 
 

 
healthy in body or mind 
 
 
I don’t feel right and need to go see a 
doctor. 
 

                                       
 

right 
 

 
of, located on, or pertaining to the 
side of the human body that is 
opposite where the heart is or to the 
side of any other thing in the same 
position. 
 
I use my right hand to write. 

                                       
             

right 
 

 
that which is just, fair, or good 
 
 
I did right by returning the lost 
wallet. 
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right 
 

(sometimes plural) that which is due 
to a person from nature or law 
 
Freedom of speech is one of the most 
important rights enjoyed by 
Americans. 
 

                                       
 

right 
 

 
the quality or condition of being 
correct 
 
 
I have to admit you were in the right 
about completing the project your 
way. 
 

                                       
 

right 
 

 
directly; straight 
 
 
She walked right toward me. 
 

                                        

 

right 
 

 
without delay; immediately 
 
 
They went right home. 
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right 
 

 
to a large degree; completely 
 
 
The wind blew the roof right off. 
 

                                       

 

right 
 

 
Exactly 
 
 
My wallet is right where I left them. 
 

                                       

 

right 
 

 
Correctly 
 
 
This dress fits right. 
 

                                        

 

right 
 

 
properly or lawfully 
 
 
She was dressed just right for the job 
interview. 
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right 
 

 
on or in the direction of the right 
 
 
We turned right at the end of the 
road. 
 

                                       
 

right 
 

 
to place in or return to an upright 
position 
 
She righted the table and chairs in 
preparation for the picnic. 

                                       

 

right 
 

 
to place in or return to the proper 
order, position, or condition 
 
He righted the papers on his desk. 
 

                                        

 

right 
 

 
to correct or repair 
 
 
The knight's only goal was to right 
the wrong done to the princess. 
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rose 
 

 
Stood up after lying, kneeling, or 
sitting 
 
Everyone rose when the judge 
entered the courtroom. 

                                       

 

rose 
 

 
got up from bed 
 
We rose at four o'clock in the 
morning to catch a flight. 
 

                                       

 

rose 
 

 
moved upward 
 
 
The smoke from the camp fire rose 
up in the air. 
 

                                        
 

rose 
 

 
rebelled 
 
 
The people rose up against the cruel 
king. 
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rose 
 

 
became greater or higher 
 
 
The lake rose by four inches after the 
storm. 
 

                                       
 

rose 
 

 
increased in number, value, or 
degree 
 
The price of flour rose when the 
market ran out of bread. 
 

                                       
 

rose 
 

 
started or began 
 
 
This steam rose deep in the volcano. 
 

                                        

 

rose 
 

 
moved upward in rank or importance 
 
 
She rose to the position of manager.
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rose 
 

 
swelled or became higher 
 
 
The bread dough rose fast in the 
warm, covered bowl. 
 

                                       
 

rose 
 

 
instance or act of rising 
 
 
He rose from poverty to wealth in 
less than a year. 
 

                                       
 

rose 
 

 
increase in height or level 
 
 
The townspeople watched as the river 
rose. 
 

                                        
 

rose 
 

 
the movement of the sun or planets 
above the horizon 
 
We watched as the sun rose. 
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rose 
 

 
a flower that grows on a plant or 
vine that has thorns 
 
Dad gave mom a dozen roses for 
Valentine’s Day. 
 

                                       
 

rose 
 

 
having the color, shape, or smell of a 
rose 
 
You’re as beautiful as a pink rose. 
 

                                       

 

saw 
 

 
a tool with a thin metal blade that 
has sharp teeth along the edge. Saws 
are used for cutting hard materials 
such as wood or metal. 
 
The fishermen made a round hole in 
the ice with a saw. 

                                        
 

saw 
 

 
to cut, separate, or shape with a saw 
or a tool like a saw 
 
 
He sawed the wood for the new deck. 
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saw 
 

 
looked at 
 
 
We saw monkeys and animals at the 
zoo. 
 

                                       
 

saw 
 

 
understood; knew 
 
 
Once I’d had time to think about it, I 
saw his point of view. 
 

                                       
 

saw 
 

 
experienced as a spectator 
 
 
We saw a great show last night. 
 

                                        

 

saw 
 

 
visited for social or other reasons 
 
 
I saw my aunt last night. 
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saw 
 

 
found out 
 
 
I saw the trouble the kids go into. 
 

                                       

 

saw 
 

 
had experience of 
 
 
He saw lions combat in Africa. 
 

                                       

 

saw 
 

 
made sure 
 
 
I saw to it that we cleaned up after 
we baked the cake. 
 

                                        
 

saw 
 

 
used the power of sight 
 
 
He saw the playground accident with 
his own eyes. 
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scale 
 

 
one of the many small, hard, thin 
plates that cover fish, reptiles, and 
certain other animals 
 
The scales on the lizard feel cold to 
the touch. 

                                       
 

scale 
 

 
any thin, flat piece that flakes off 
skin or another surface 
 
When I scratched my arm, scales of 
skin fell off. 
 

                                       
 

scale 
 

 
to remove the scales from 
 
 
We need to scale and clean the fish 
before we cook them. 
 

                                        
 

scale 
 

 
(often plural) a device used for 
weighing 
 
The fish mongers use a scale to 
weigh the fish. 
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scale 
 

 
a set of numbered marks made at 
evenly spaced points along a ruler, 
thermometer, or other measuring 
device 
 
The scale of this measuring tape is in 
centimeters. 
 

                                       
 

scale 
 

 
the size of a model or map compared 
to the actual size of the thing it 
represents 
 
This map has a scale of one inch to 
ten miles. 

                                       
 

scale 
 

 
degree, extent, or level 
 
We like to do our Christmas 
celebrations on a large scale for the 
whole family. 
 

                                        
 

scale 
 

 
a series of musical tones going up or 
down in pitch 
 
I need to practice my scales to learn 
the piano. 
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scale 
 

 
to climb up or on top of 
 
 
 
We scaled a steep cliff. 
 

                                       
 

scale 
 

 
to change or adjust (sometimes 
followed by "down") 
 
We scaled down our company to 
make ends meet. 
 

                                       
 
 

https://www.k5learning.com/


                                              

 

 
Multiple Meaning Words 
 
Flashcards 
 
 

 
Reading & Math for K-5     ©   www.k5learning.com 
 

             

shed 
 

 
a small building used for storage or 
shelter 
 
We store our garden tools in the shed 
at the back of our garden. 
 

                                       

 

shed 
 

 
to cast off, take off, or let fall 
 
 
Trees shed their leaves in the fall. 
 

                                       

 

shed 
 

 
to let something flow out 
 
 
She tried not to shed a tear. 
 

                                       

 

shed 
 

 
to send out or give off 
 
 
We lit a torch to shed light in the 
cave. 
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shed 
 

 
to stop something from getting 
through 
 
 
My waterproof raincoat sheds water. 
 

                                       

 

ship 
 

 
a large vessel built to carry people or 
goods long distances through deep 
water 
 
They travelled by ship to their 
destination. 

                                       
 

ship 
 

 
to place on and send by ship, truck, 
or other vehicle 
 
 
The freight is being shipped by rail. 
 

                                       
 

sole 
 

 
single and alone; not one among 
others; only 
 
 
He became the sole heir to the 
property. 
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sole 
 

 
not shared; exclusive 
 
 
The sole aim of the program is to 
help the poor. 
 

                                       

 

sole 
 

 
the bottom of something that comes 
in contact with the ground. Feet and 
shoes have soles 
 
The soles of my feet are sore from 
walking barefoot all day. 
 

           

 

sole 
 

 
to provide with a sole 
 
 
The shoe repairer soled my boots 
with rubber. 
 

                                       
 

sole 
 

 
any flatfish from the ocean that is 
used for food 
 
I like to eat fried sole with a bit of 
lemon. 
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space 
 

 
the area that contains the entire 
material world and its events 
 
 
Earth is a planet in space. 
 

                                       

 

space 
 

 
the area that contains the entire 
universe beyond the earth; outer 
space 
 
They sent a rocket into space. 
 

                                       
 

space 
 

 
an empty area or place 
 
 
There is space in my shed for your 
bike. 
 

                                       
 

space 
 

 
a period of time 
 
 
I got ten emails in the space of two 
minutes. 
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space 
 

 
an area set aside for a particular use 
 
 
Somebody parked in my parking 
space. 
 

                                       

 

space 
 

 
the empty place between printed 
words 
 
You need to put a space between 
words when you write. 
 

                                       
 

space 
 

 
to arrange using spaces 
 
 
Let’s space the desks out in single 
rows in the classroom. 
 

                                       
 

spring 
 

 
to move upward quickly or suddenly; 
jump 
 
She sprang over the bar in the high 
jump competition. 
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spring 
 

 
to change position suddenly 
 
 
The kids sprang into action when the 
school bell rang. 
 

                                       

 

spring 
 

 
to close or move quickly 
 
 
The trap springs to catch a mouse. 
 

                                       

 

spring 
 

 
to come into being quickly 
 
 
Flowers are springing up in the 
garden. 
 

                                        
 

spring 
 

 
to cause to form or develop 
 
 
We have a leak in the basement as 
the pipes have sprung a leak. 
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spring 
 

 
to set free or to give information 
 
 
The caged animal sprung free from 
its cage. 
 

                                       

 

spring 
 

 
an elastic device or object that 
returns to its original shape after 
being pressed or stretched out 
 
My mountain bike needs new springs. 
 

                                       
 

spring 
 

 
a quick and sudden movement; jump 
 
 
He made a spring to catch the 
balloon. 
 

                                       
 

spring 
 

 
a flow of water from the earth 
 
 
My grandfather collects water from a 
spring in the mountains. 
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spring 
 

 
a season of the year between winter 
and summer 
 
 
Flowers and trees grow in the spring. 
 

                                       

 

spring 
 

 
having to do with or taking place 
during the season of spring 
 
The night air of spring was chilly in 
the mountains. 
 

                                       
 

spring 
 

 
used for the season of spring 
 
 
I need a thinner jacket for spring. 
 

                                       

 

squash 
 

 
to press, beat, or crush into a flat 
mass 
  
I stepped on the flower and squashed 
it by mistake. 
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squash 
 

 
to be pressed or crushed into a flat 
mass 
 
The flower was squashed between the 
pages in the book. 
 

                                       

 

squash 
 

 
to press or squeeze into a tight space 
 
The morning commute was busy and 
we were all squashed together on the 
train. 
 

                                       
 

squash 
 

 
a fruit that grows on a vine and is 
eaten as a vegetable. Squash grows in 
many sizes, colors, and shapes 
 
Butternut squash soup is my favorite 
soup. 
 

                                       
 

squash 
 

 
a racquet sport played by two 
players in a four-walled court with a 
small, hollow rubber ball 
 
My parents enjoy playing squash.  
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stable 
 

 
fixed, firm, or steady in position; not 
shaky or easily moved 
 
Please keep the ladder stable. 
 

                                       

 

stable 
 

 
not easily changed; lasting a long 
time 
 
Food prices are stable these days. 
 

                                       

 

stable 
 

 
a building where animals such as 
horses or cows are kept and fed. 
Stables are often divided into 
separate stalls 
 
He mucks out the stable almost every day. 

 

                                       
 

steer 
 

 
to cause to move in a certain 
direction 
 
 
I steered my bike up the ramp. 
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steer 
 

 
to direct or guide toward a course of 
action 
 
My parents steer me in the right 
direction. 

                                       

 

steer 
 

 
to be able to be steered 
 
 
My bike doesn't steer well. 
 

                                       

 

steer 
 

 
a young bull or male ox that is not 
able to produce young and that is 
raised for beef 
 
My uncle has cows and steer on his 
ranch. 
 

                                       
             

stern 
 

 
firm and determined; not flexible 
 
 
My grandmother is stern with my 
mother. 
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stern 
 

 
grim or strict 
 
 
 
The mother gave her child a stern 
look. 
 

                                       
 

stern 
 

 
the rear or back part of a boat or 
other vessel 
 
I sat in the stern of the canoe and 
steered, while my brother paddled in 
front. 
 

                                       
 

stoop 
 

 
to bend the body forward and 
downward, as to pick up something 
 
I stooped to pick up the toddler. 
 

                                        

 

stoop 
 

 
to stand or walk with shoulders and 
neck hanging forward 
 
If you stoop too much, you will hurt 
your back. 
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stoop 
 

 
to perform a task or act that lowers 
oneself or is not honest and upright 
 
 
She will never stoop to stealing. 
 

                                       
 

stoop 
 

 
a large step or small porch at the 
entrance to a home, often reached by 
a short flight of steps 
 
When I got home my sister was sitting 
on the stoop in front of our house. 

                                       
 

store 
 

 
a place where things are sold 
 
 
Can you go to the store for some 
milk, please? 
 

                                        
 

store 
 

 
a supply kept or saved for future use 
 
 
He stores his books under his bed. 
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store 
 

 
a large amount; plenty 
 
 
 
There is a store of talent in our choir. 
 

                                       
 

store 
 

 
to gather and keep for future use 
 
 
We stored away our T-shirts and 
shorts for next summer. 
 

                                       
 

train 
 

 
a connected series of railroad cars 
 
 
 
The train is pulling into the station. 
 

                                        
 

train 
 

 
a long, moving line of persons, 
animals, or vehicles 
 
The train of hikers made it to the 
summit of the mountain. 
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train 
 

 
a series of things or ideas 
 
 
 
Sorry, I just lost my train of thought. 
 

                                       
 

train 
 

 
the long part of a gown or robe that 
trails behind the person wearing it 
 
The train on that wedding dress is 
five meters long. 
 

                                       
 

train 
 

 
to teach skills or actions 
 
 
We need to train our dog to heel and 
sit. 
 

                                        
 

train 
 

 
to instruct 
 
 
The tennis players are trained by a 
Wimbledon champion. 
 

                                       
 
 
 

https://www.k5learning.com/


                                              

 

 
Multiple Meaning Words 
 
Flashcards 
 
 

 
Reading & Math for K-5     ©   www.k5learning.com 
 

 

train 
 

 
to make fit through a program of 
exercise and diet 
 
The coach trained him for the 
tournament. 
 

                                       
 

train 
 

 
to cause to take a particular shape or 
form 
 
 
I can't seem to train my hair to curl. 
 

                                       
 

train 
 

 
to prepare oneself to be in an athletic 
contest 
 
He trained for years to get to the 
Olympics. 
 

                                        
 

trunk 
 

 
the main stem of a tree 
 
 
Nail the notice on the trunk of that 
tree. 
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trunk 
 

 
the body of a human or animal, not 
including the head, neck, arms, and 
legs 
 
He waded into the water up to his 
trunk. 

                                       
 

trunk 
 

 
a large, strong container, often with a 
lock, used to store or transport 
goods; chest 
 
She opened the trunk and found it 
empty. 
 

                                       
 

trunk 
 

 
a large compartment in the rear of an 
automobile used to store items such 
as packages and tools 
 
He put his bags in the trunk, then 
hopped in the car and drove off. 
 

                                        
 

trunk 
 

 
the long snout of an elephant. An 
elephant uses its flexible trunk to 
breathe, feed itself and pick up 
objects 
 
The elephant picked up the banana 
with his trunk. 
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trunk 
 

 
(plural) a pair of short pants worn in 
sports such as track, men's 
swimming, and boxing 
 
The boxer is wearing blue trunks. 
 

                                       
 

watch 
 

 
to look closely or carefully 
 
 
He watched the basketball game with 
great interest. 
 

                                       
 

watch 
 

 
to look or wait in anticipation 
(usually followed by "for") 
 
 
Watch for our new music video. 
 

                                        
 

watch 
 

 
to be careful 
 
 
Watch that you don't hurt yourself 
when you go skating. 
 

                                       
 
 

https://www.k5learning.com/


                                              

 

 
Multiple Meaning Words 
 
Flashcards 
 
 

 
Reading & Math for K-5     ©   www.k5learning.com 
 

 

watch 
 

 
to look at closely or with continued 
attention 
 
We cozied up on the sofa to watch a 
movie. 
 

                                       
 

watch 
 

 
to guard or tend attentively 
 
 
The mother is watching over her kids 
in the playground. 
 

                                       
 

watch 
 

 
an act or a period of staying awake 
 
 
He took the first watch to guard the 
camp. 
 

                                        
 

watch 
 

 
the act of guarding or protecting 
 
 
She kept a close watch on her 
brother. 
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watch 
 

 
a small device for measuring and 
showing the time, often worn on the 
wrist 
 
My sister just received her first watch 
as she’s learning to tell time. 
 

                                       
 

yard 
 

 
a unit of length equal to three feet or 
0.9144 meters 
 
My sister bought five yards of cloth. 
 

                                       

 

yard 
 

 
a long rod fastened across the mast 
of a ship to hold a sail 
 
Make sure the yard isn’t damaged 
before we leave the harbor. 
 

                                        
 

yard 
 

 
an open area next to a house or other 
building 
 
The kids are playing on the school 
yard during recess. 
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yard 
 

 
an enclosed area used for a particular 
purpose 
 
We have to go to the lumber yard to 
pick up more building supplies. 
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